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If God so loved the world then...”

Faith and Life Questions to a Loving God

The 7 weeks before Easter is traditionally a spiritual preparation time that Christians call
Lent. For centuries, spiritual seekers have used this time to wrestle with life and faith’s
biggest questions: Like—If God so loved all the world—then why be “saved?” Or, If
God knows everything, why pray? Or, what happens when we die? Or, does everythin
happen for a reason—even tragedy? And of course, God are You even there?

Each Sunday during Lent, one of these will be the big question. But this isn’t just head
stuff—its heart stuff, too, so each service will have times of silence, stirring music and
inspiration. You’'ll hear the most familiar bible verse of all, John 3:16, in a way you've
never experienced it before, and move along the Jesus way with the ¢laGsiaer of

Romans.

It all starts with your questions, addressed to a most loving God.

This Sunday will be special in another way, as our Boy Scout Sunday. Our congregatior
sponsors Boy Scout Troop 93, a Cub Pack, and we house another Cub Pack. We will
have Scouts in worship at 8:10 and 10:50, and Troop 93 has prepared a delicious
luncheon for us of ham, green beans, salad and delicious homemade desserts. All
donations are welcome and go for “scholarships” to Scout Camp.

I'll look forward to greeting you this Sunday in worship,

Getreda

BAPTISMS
Henry Louis Fears son of Scott and Susan
Fears, was baptized in our sanctuary on
Sunday, February 3.

HEIFER PROJECT

Shawnee United Methodist Church received
a very nice picture from Heifer International
as a THANKS for donating an "ark" to the
Heifer Project. An "ark" is a donation of
$5000. We actually donated over $7200.
Marshall Hendrickson and Gina D'Amato
accepted the award for our church at the
9:30 service last Sunday. Marshall headed
up the Heifer Project for SUMC and Gina
made the poster that was used for the Heifer
Project campaign. The picture will be
placed upstairs in the children’s Sunday
School area.

YOU ARE INVITED! PLEASE JOIN US
FOR BOY SCOUT SUNDAY

Sunday, February 10th, all registered Cub
Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Leaders
are encouraged to attend the worshipin
uniform as part of celebrating scouting as
part of a national ministry of the United
Methodist Church. Boy Scout Troop 93
invites Shawnee UMC congregation and
guests and Scouts and their families to their
Annual Scout Sunday Luncheon at 12 Noon,
immediately after the 10:50 service. Menu
includes ham, potato casserole, green beans,
applesauce, rolls, and a delightful selection
of pies, cakes & desserts donated by Scout
families. There is no set fee for the
luncheon, but donations are cheerfully
accepted at the door. Any contributions
above food costs will help fund campouts
and camp scholarships.



Adult Education Schedule, February 10, 2008

9:30 a.m.
GENESIS: Room 305.
KEYSTONE: Jim McDuff, teacher. Fellowship Hall.
KOINONIA: Study of Deuteronomy. Shane Gentry,
teacher. Room 308.
MARANATHA: Room 307
NEW SEEKERS: “The Prime Directive”. Parlor.
PATHFINDERS: Rich Adams, teacher. Church Annex.
SOJOURNERS: Unforgiving Servant. Room 304.
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Unit: Parables of Jesus
February 10, 2008

Kindergarten thru 2 nd grade goes to the Chapel at 9:30
for music.
3" — 6" grade goes directly to their classroom.*
3" Graders are attending the five-week Bible Class
today through March 2" Please go directly to the
library at 9:30.
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Kindergarten: Arts and Crafts — Room 300

Grade 1 & 2: Geography & Games — Room 301
Grade 3: “Getting to Know Your Bible” - Library
Grade 4: Drama — Room 303

Grade 5-6: Computer — Room 303W

Notes from Children’s Ministry!

i

} L '3 Graders attending the five-week

\l /7 Bible ClasdPlease bring your folders
and new Bibles to the class that is meeting in the library
on Sunday mornings at 9:30.

Safe and Sacred Spaces” Training

There is a “Safe and Sacred Spaces” training at the
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection at 13720
Roe on Wednesday, February 13, from 6:00-9:00 p.m.
If you would like to schedule yourself for this training,
please call the Church of the Resurrection directly at
(913) 897-0120. Shawnee UMC will reimburse those
who take the class for any fees involved.

Church of the Resurrection also has a training session
on Saturday, March 1, from 9:00 a.m. — Nooifhis
training is required for all who work with children and
youth in the United Methodist Church, both staff and
volunteers.

WOMEN’'S RETREAT!

It's been awhile, but space at the Franciscan Prayer
Center in Independence has been reserved for a 24-hour
women'’s retreat on May 2 and 3. The cost for a room
and 3 meals is just $35! Open to women of all ages —
but this retreat is really for women who have not been
previously.

It will be an opportunity to “get away” in a beautiful
setting in the spring, have some input on prayer and
practice the disciplines of silence and solitude. Call
Leslie in the office to sign up.

Sympathy
To Donna Lee and family on the death of her

granddaughter-in-law, Christy Blackman on February 1.
To Kent McCreight and family on the death of his
mother, Vanetta McCreight, in Wichita.

Thank You
Thank you so much for all your prayers, cards, calls and
support at the time of Mother's death. We felt encircled
by your warmth, and it made a wonderful difference.
What a caring community!
Sincerely Joyce Rabas

FAST FOOD GIFT CERTIFICATES WANTED!
SUPPORT OUR YOUTH SUMMER MISSION
TRIPS!

Our youth are collecting items to help support our TWO
summer mission trips... Our Sr. High will be working
with “DOOR”, an urban outreach program in Chicago
and Middle schoolers have the opportunity to go to
“HELP” in Springfield, Missouri. Ways YOU can help
include: PRAYERL!... gift cards from McDonald’s, Taco
Bell and Pizza Hut... gasoline gift cards... and more
prayer! Thanks for your support of our youth! Cards
may be placed in the collection envelope on the “Youth
Mission Trip” display board in the narthex

Tired of the Snow Yet! Think “Beach Party!”

Put these dates on your calendar. Vacation Bible School
is going to be a “Beach Party” from Sunday, July 13th to
Thursday, July 17th — evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 pm!
This is for children 2 yrs old through those who have
finished sixth grade! Save these dates...and if the spirit
moves you early to volunteer for teaching or helping,
please call the office or Susan Pilchard at 422-4585, and
let us know!

YOU DID “SOUP”ER, SUMC....

Thanks for the generous donations of soup for the youth
“souperbowl Sunday” drive. This year we chose to
reach out and help feed the hungry in lieu of selling sub
sandwiches and your response was amazing! The
shopping cart was overflowing at the end of the drive
and Crosslines, a United Methodist outreach agency will
be thrilled to receive our generous donation. Bless you
Shawnee!

Churchwide Book Sale
April 10 - 11 - 12, 2008

These drab days give us the hours we need to look up
recipes for the bake sale — get books together, sort CDs
and DVDs, cards and stationary.

Then you can imagine your pots filled with flowers.
We will have annuals (all our favorites) - previously
loved pots — vases.

If you need help gathering or lifting, call the church
office, 631-2280.



CHURCH CALENDAR, February 10 —17, 2008
Sunday, February 10

8:10 & 10:50 a.m. Traditional Service

8:45 — 9:20 a.m. Joyous Ringers, Fellowship Hall, Stage
9:30 a.m. Praise Service

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

9:30 — 10:30 a.m. Confirmation Class, Room 306
12:00 — 2:00 p.m. Troop 93 Scout Sunday Lunch, FH
12:00 — 1:00 p.m. Children’s Council, Room 304

4:00 — 5:00 p.m. Peace Ringers, Sanctuary

5:00 — 7:00 p.m. UMYF, Gym, Parlor, Stage, Youth L.
7:00 — 8:00 p.m. Praise Team, Stage

7:45 —9:00 p.m. Gym in use

Monday, February 11

11:30 a.m. Ambassadors, Fellowship Hall

3:00 — 7:00 p.m. Blood Drive, Gym

6:00 p.m. Chancel Chimes, Sanctuary

6:30 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 3127 Adult Leaders, Rm 308
7:00 p.m. Living the Questions, Room 307

7:30 p.m. Boy Scouts Troop 93, Fellowship Hall, Gym
Tuesday, February 12

10:00 a.m. Lectionary Class, Room 304

4:30 p.m. Staff Meeting, Parlor/Narthex

5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Gym in use

6:00 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 3127 Den Meeting, Room 300
6:30 — 9:30 p.m. Boy Scout District Training, FH

7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry, Rooms 304, 306
7:00 p.m. Room 304 in use

7:00 — 8:00 p.m. HOC Meeting, Library

7:30 p.m. Open Co-ed Basketball, Gym

Wednesday, February 13

4:00 — 5:15 p.m. FISH, Gym

4:45 p.m. Mission Bells, Fellowship Hall

5:15 p.m. — 5:45 p.m. Youth Officer Meeting, YL

5:30 — 6:00 p.m. Sr. High “Open House”, Gym, YL
6:00 — 7:00 p.m. Sr. High Deep Thoughts Bible Study
6:00 — 7:15 p.m. Vesper Chimes, Fellowship Hall
6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Library Open

6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 3352, Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir, Sanctuary, Chapel

7:30 p.m. A. A., Room 307

Thursday, February 14

10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. UM Women Unit Meeting, FH
6:30 — 7:30 p.m. TOPS, Room 307

7:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting, Room 305

7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Open Coed Volleyball, Gym

Friday, February 15

5:00 — 9:00 p.m. Keystone Class Valentine Party, FH
Saturday, February 16

9:00 — 11:00 a.m. Early Birds Circle, Room 307

9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. Gym in use

7:00 — 10:00 p.m. Jam Session, Fellowship Hall
Sunday, February 17

8:10 & 10:50 a.m. Traditional Service

8:45 — 9:20 a.m. Joyous Ringers, FH, Stage

9:30 a.m. Praise Service

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

9:30 — 10:30 a.m. Confirmation Class, Room 306
4:00 — 5:00 p.m. Peace Ringers, Sanctuary

5:00 — 7:00 p.m. UMYF, Gym, Parlor, Stage, Youth L.
7:00 — 8:00 p.m. Praise Team, Stage

7:45 —9:00 p.m. Gym in use

Thank You
We wish to thank those who remembered the passing of
our sister, Carrie Mentzer. Our church family was truly
a loving and caring people for us in our loss.
Flora Whisler, Laura Schumacher & Willa Schumacher

from the library...a quiet ministry

Last week the book of Proverbs was discussed here.
This week we are highlighting books of proverbs from
around the world and proverbs passed down to us
through the years. PROVERBS FOR DAILY LIVING
(100 TRO) is arranged almanac-fashion, one proverb for
each day of the year. Such proverbs as "The greatest
wealth is contentment with a little" are included, as are
charming "decorations". PROVERBS TO LIVE BY
(808.8 TON) is a compilation of proverbs from around
the world by various categories, such as "character",
"error”, and "hope" and is prefaced by Miguel de
Cervantes's quotd proverb is a short sentence based
on long experience A new children's book is MY
GRANDMA LIKES TO SAY (J Nel) which presents
those sayings we all have heard like, "bright-eyed and
bushy-tailed" and "knee-high to a grasshopper" in
amusing poetry form and lively illustrated form,
including on each page the real-life origin of assorted
sayings (did you know that grasshoppets have
knees?) For a learning experience and to brush up on
useful proverbs, check these out!

There will be a Bible Quiz of the Quarter this
Sunday, February 10. Think the 12 Disciples. Since we
have been learning about them in sermons, it should be a
breeze!

United Methodist Men
Shawnee United Methodist Men will meet February 19
at 7:30 in Fellowship Hall. The subject of the meeting is
eating. Janet Beeler, RN, will be there to tell us how
proper nutrition can lead to a more healthy lifestyle.
Following the meeting we will revert back to our less
healthy snacks. All women are invited to attend.

Attendance
February 3
8:10 p.m. 100
9:30 p.m. 87
10:50 p.m. 142
Total 329
Sunday School — 202 Offering - $20,313.33




“If God so loved the world then...”
Faith and Life Questions to a Loving God

The 7 weeks before Easter is traditionally a spiritual
preparation time that Christians call Lent. For centufies,
spiritual seekers have used this time to wrestle with| life
and faith’s biggest questions: Like—If God so loved, all
the world—then why be “saved?” Or, If God knows
everything, why pray? Or, what happens when we die?
Or, does everything happen for a reason—even tragedy?
And of course, God are You even there?

February 9" through March 8"—
Sunday worship at 8:10, 9:30 and 10:50,
featuring the biggest faith questions. Bring your heart
and head with you!

March 16"
“Palm and Passion Sunday
Special Musical Worship Events”
“If God so Loved the World...Why would Jesus Hav
to Die?”

8:10 and 10:50, Traditional Music: Choir, organ, and
classic string ensemble
9:30 Praise Bandelebrationand Children’s Palm
Processional

19%)

March 20", 7:00 p.m.
Holy Thursday Communion

March 22 Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Easter Family Fun Fair
Hot dogs! Easter Crafts and Egg Hunt!

March 23¢
Easter: Nothing Can Separate you
from the Love of God!”
8:00 and 11:00, Traditional Worship
9:30, Praise Bandelebration
Please note: We've spread out the worship times to
offer plenty of parking!

Prayer Quilt Ministry Update
On Monday evening, February 4, four of the PQM
members presented 13 prayer quilts to the Johnson
County Association of Foster Families. The response
by the board was heartwarming and humbling. Twice
we heard how much our efforts are
appreciated...especially the prayers. "You'll never know
how much that helps." Approximately 300 children
enter foster care each year in Johnson County and our
group is hoping to provide as much quilted comfort as
we can for these beloved children of God. Thank you so
much for your support.

You and Your Valentine are Invited...

to the first jam session of 2008, which will be

held Saturday February 16, 7:00 — 10:00 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall. Bring instruments, music, and
favorite snack foods. Drinks will be provided.

For further information, call Terry Runyan, 558-
7781.
Thank You

The Argentine Food Kitchen Board served the meal at
the Argentine Food Kitchen on Friday, January 25. |
would like to thank Sue McDuff, Goldie Belt, Fred
Henik and Judy Livingston for helping serve.
Warren Livingston

GLOBAL MISSION EXPERIENCE
The Kansas East Conference Global Mission Experience
will be held at Countryside UMC from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. on Saturday, February 23. Registration is $15 for
adults and $10 for children through' rade, which
includes lunch, and is due February 8. You can register
by mail or online at umcdata.com or link from
kansaseast.org. There are five worship and plenary
leaders including our Kansas Area Bishop Scott Jones
and Bishop Violet Fisher of the New York West Area,
and 18 workshops to choose from. Look at the Missions
bulletin board for additional information, including the
names of the 18 workshops. If you would like to
carpool, call Warren Livingston at 631-6818, or call the
church office.
Thank You

Thank you to all the people who helped with the
luncheon for Carrie Mentzer's family last Tuesday.
Carrie’s circle was an important part of that day for the
families. Thank you so much. Thank you to all the
people who say “yes” to Susan Osborn when she calls
for food or help. We have a caring church who feels
very strongly that providing comfort, food and a place
for the families to linger together before parting is a gift
we can surely give.

If you or your group has a special interest in being a
part of this gift, please call Susan Osborn, 236-0439.

AMBASSADORS
The ambassadors, a senior adult group, will be meeting
Monday, February 11, 2008 at Shawnee United
Methodist Church in Fellowship Hall. The potluck
luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m. The program will be
“Quilting For God", by Kathy Freshwater. Bring a
covered dish, table service and $2 donation. Bread and
beverage will be provided. Remember to bring pop tabs
and paper goods for the Ronald McDonald House. The
Johnson County Health Department Nurses will check
blood pressure from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. for a 50 cent
donation. All senior citizens are welcome. First-time
visitors are not expected to bring food. For information,
Call Fred or Erlene Henik, 913-631-5804.



OUR LENTEN WALK
Faith and Life Questions to a Loving God

The seven weeks before Easter are traditionally a spiritual preparation time that Christians call Lent.
For centuries, spiritual seekers used this time to wrestle with life and faith’s biggest questions: Like—If
God so loved all the world—then why be “saved?” Or, if God knows everything, why pray? Or, what
happens when we die? Or, does everything happen for a reason—even tragedy? And of course, “God,
are You even there?”

Each Sunday during Lent, one of these will be the big question. But this isn't just head stuff-it's heart
stuff, too, so each service will have times of silence, stirring music, and inspiration. You'll hear the most
familiar bible verse of all, John 3:16, in a way you've never experienced it before, and move along the
Jesus way with the classit 8hapter of Romans.

It all starts with your questions, addressed to a most loving God.

Look for scripture for the Sunday sermons to be taken Romans 8 and John 3

---Reverend Lucinda Holmes

The following are lectionary passages for the Lenten season, provided for your reading and reflection.

February 6 Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00 p.m.

Week of February 4-10 Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7, Psalm 32, Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-l|
Week of February 11-17 Genesis 12:1-4a, Psalm 121, Romans 5:1-5, 13-17, @hn 3:1-
Week of February 18-24 Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95, Romans 5:1-ll, John 4:5-42

Week of February 25-March 2 | Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14, J8hn 9:1-

March 3-9 Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, Romans 8:6-11, John Il: 1-45
Week of March 10-16 Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Philippians 2:5-11, Matthew 26:14-27-:66
(Palm Sunday, March 16) or Matthew 27:11-54
Week of March 17-23 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, Acts 10:34-43, Colossians 3:1-4, John 20:1-18,
(Easter Sunday, March 23) or Matthew 28:1-10
In our church library... In the children’s book nook...
BARRABAS by Emery Bekessy THE EASTERVILLE MIRACLE
THE DAY CHRIST DIED by Jim Bishop by Melody Carlson
THE ROBE by Lloyd Douglas PARABLE OF THE LILY
THE MESSIAH by Marjorie Holmes by Liz Curtis Higgs
THE MYSTERY OF THE SHROUD OF TURIN THREE EASTER JOURNEYS
by John laconne by Ro Willoughby
HE CHOSE THE NAILS by Max Lucado JOURNEY, EASTER JOURNEY
SIX HOURS ONE FRIDAY by Max Lucado by Dandi Daley Mackall
JESUS YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW PETER’S FIRST EASTER
by Bruce Marchiano by Walter Wangerin, Jr.
WHO MOVED THE STONE by Frank Morison THE VERY FIRST EASTER
THE CASE FOR CHRIST by Lee Strobel by Paul Maier

RELIVING THE PASSION by Walter Wangerin, Jr.
There are more relevant books, DVD’s, CD’s and videos in both locations.



The following are some ideas to help you and your family have a meaningful Lenten experience
this year. You might also want to use your last year’s Lenten Devotional booklet.

NN

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
. Compliment every member of your family.
20.
21.

19

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.

Make your family meal a party, celebrating your love.

Perform a good deed today and don't tell anyone about it.

Do something for your neighbor today.

Take someone to church on Sunday.

Say a special prayer for your Sunday School teacher.

Have a family discussion: Do | know someone who is lonely? How can we help?
List the blessings in your life. Show the list at mealtime and give thanks.

Take a walk and think about all the beauty God has given us in nature. Name some of
those things you found beautiful.

List 5 ways to help those in need during Lent.

Give someone who needs it your best smile today.

Write a long-overdue letter to a friend or relative.

Say this prayer: Jesus, stay always in my heart

Read a Bible story together.

Take a walk. Pick up litter.

Compliment your pastor's sermon.

List one thing you can do for your family today. If that is easy, list and do more.
Take 5 minutes of quiet time to listen to God.

Bake something for Lent-Hot Cross buns, Easter candies, pretzels.

Invite another family to dinner.

If you know someone who is lonely, invite him/her to dinner-in your home or go
out.

Look at old family picture albums.

Make Easter cards.

Write a family Lenten prayer.

Say only nice things to people today.

Read Psalm 100.

Write a poem or song about God'’s love. Sing or say it out loud!

Do a kindness for someone hard to like.

Think about the words of your favorite hymn and sing it to yourself during the day.
Give thanks to God for the wonder of music.

Read Psalm 119:165 out loud, and then think about the peace in your life.

This Lenten guide was prepared by the 2008 Shawnee United Methodist Library Committee.
We hope it serves to enrich your Lenten season.



“YOUTH LINE”": 742-0004 (up to date info / messages)

Nancy Larkin, director
e-mail: shawneeyouth@yahoo.com

SUN., FEB 3 Worship 8:10, 9:30, 10:50, SS 9:30

Mission Trip Meeting- Youth & Parents 12:00 (sanctuary)
Praise Team 1:00 (stage)

NO UMYF due to Superbowl!

WED., FEB 6 FISH 4:00-5:15
Officer Meeting 5:15-5:45
Open House (Sr. High) 5:30-6:00
Deep Thoughts Faith Discussion Group 6:00-7:00
ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 7:00

SAT., FEB 9 Confirmation Lunch 12:30-3:00 (Fellowship Hall)

SUN., FEB 10 Worship 8:10, 9:30, 10:50, SS 9:30
Bells 4:00
UMYF 5-7
Praise Team 7

Youth are collecting gas cards and gift certificates for McDonald’s, Pizza Hut and Taco Bell for
summer Mission Trips! See display in narthex. Thanks SUMC for supporting our youth!

Worship Music Information

8:10 a.m. Traditional Worship
Chancel Chimes, handbell prelude
Mary Vanauasdall, vocal solo

9:30 a.m. Praise Worship Service
“Celebration”

10:50 a.m. Traditional Worship
Chancel Chimes, handbell prelude
Chancel Choir, choral anthem




