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It’s All About Listening to the Spirit and Connecting…

Leslie, Our Minister of Faith Formation, and I meet each Tuesday morning for our “clergy staff 
meeting.”  We were rejoicing in a prompting of the Holy Spirit that led Leslie to contact a church 
member she had not seen in a while.   The result was that person not only re-engaged on a 
Sunday morning, but was also then prompted to ask about and commit to a ministry at Shawnee 
that needed renewed leadership.    Such intentional connections change lives!  It is as Jesus says, 
“no greater love is there than laying one’s life down daily for a friend.”

My promptings come in my prayer times. I write prayer cards to persons for a variety of reasons, 
some of them not always clear in my mind, but I just respond to the Holy Spirit’s leading.  I 
should keep track of the number of times that I am led to pray for someone, and then I meet them 
in a most unexpected way.   When I see them I say in a surprised way—“I have just been praying 
for you!”   I need to quit sounding so surprised!

So my question to you is, “are you responding to promptings of the Holy Spirit?  Do you even 
give yourself space and time to be open for what God has for you, and through you?”   Is there a 
person that needs special attention from you, and only you?  Are they a member of your own 
family?  Are you feeling nudged to a particular passion of yours?  Is your life filled with so much 
“stuff” that in the long run really doesn’t matter—that it prevents you from receiving the joy of
living your purpose?”

I had the privilege to be just a small part of our Confirmation class kick-off last Saturday 
afternoon.   You should have heard the faith stories that the Adult Mentors share as to why they 
responded to the call of being a mentor in a young person’s faith journey.   All of these people are 
busy!  To a one—they are inspiring!

Ministry happens at Shawnee UMC not because of what Leslie and I do as your clergy team.  
Real ministry happens because God calls each of us to a life of Holy Spirit promptings and 
possibilities.  We can’t do everything—but we can do and be one thing—a lover and follower of 
Jesus wherever we find ourselves in a particular moment.

I’m looking forward to greeting you this Sunday,  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GLASS RECYCLING
Sunday, February 17

Bring your UNBROKEN recyclable glass 
(colored glass is accepted) in a sturdy 
disposable cardboard box.  Set it behind 
your car in the parking lot when you come 
to church, or drop off by the gym door.  
Please bring the glass rinsed and clean.  The 
young adults will be collecting it from 8:45 
a.m. until 11:15 a.m.  If you have questions, 
please call the church office, 631-2280.

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS:
Members of the Health Ministries 
Committee will be taking blood pressures in 
the library after the first and third worship 
services this Sunday, February 17.

FAMILY FUN FAIR…
Mark your calendars now for Saturday, 
March 22 and an EASTER EGG HUNT!  
The youth are sponsoring a Lenten Fair 
including a hot dog lunch, crafts, Easter 
message and egg hunt 12:00-1:30 p.m.  
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Adult Education Schedule, February 17, 2008
9:30 a.m.

GENESIS:  Beginning a new book – come and join us!    
“Sabbath” by Wayne Muller.  Room  305.
KEYSTONE:   Jim McDuff, teacher.  Fellowship Hall.
KOINONIA:   Study of Deuteronomy. Room 308.
MARANATHA: Valentine’s Breakfast.  The men are to 
bring food.  Contact Homer Ritter or Ron Hutchison with 
questions.  Room 307
NEW SEEKERS:  “Further Instructions”.  Parlor.
PATHFINDERS:  Glass Recycling.
SOJOURNERS:  An Invitation to Discovery.  Terry 
Runyan, teacher. Room 304.
____________________________________________ _______________________________

C2C  

Unit: Parables of Jesus
February 17, 2008

Kindergarten thru 6 th grade goes to the Chapel at 9:30 
for music.  Parents, please note that the K – 6 will be 
having music in the Chapel from 9:30 – 9:45 for the 
next several Sundays so we can prepare our Easter 
music!*
****************************************************************
Kindergarten:  Audio/Visual – Room 302
Grade 1 & 2:   Arts & Crafts – Room 300
Grade 3:         “Getting to Know Your Bible” - Library
Grade 4:         Geography & Games – Room 301
Grade 5-6:      Drama – Room 303

                        Notes from Children’s Ministry!

                          3rd Graders attending the Bible Class!
                         Please bring your folders and new Bibles     
                         to the library on Sunday mornings. 
Starting this Sunday, February 17 through March 2, 
please come to the chapel for music at 9:30 after you 
put your books in the library.  Parents can pick you up in 
the library at 10:30.

     *Special Note about Easter!  Holy Week is the same 
week as Shawnee Mission School’s Spring Break.  Palm 
Sunday is March 16th and Easter is on Sunday, March 
23rd!  We hope you and your children can celebrate with 
us. 

Safe and Sacred Spaces” Training
     There is a “Safe and Sacred Spaces” training at the 
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection at 13720 
Roe on Saturday, March 1, 9:00 a.m. – Noon.    If you 
would like to schedule yourself for this training, please 
call the Church of the Resurrection directly at (913) 897-
0120.   Shawnee UMC will reimburse those who take 
the class for any fees involved.
     This training is required for all who work with 
children and youth in the United Methodist Church, both 
staff and volunteers.

WOMEN’S RETREAT!
     It’s been awhile, but space at the Franciscan Prayer 
Center in Independence has been reserved for a 24-hour 
women’s retreat on May 2 and 3. The cost for a room 
and 3 meals is just $35!  Open to women of all ages –
but this retreat is really for women who have not been 
previously.
     It will be an opportunity to “get away” in a beautiful 
setting in the spring, have some input on prayer and 
practice the disciplines of silence and solitude.  Call 
Leslie in the office to sign up. 

Tired of the Snow Yet?  Think “Beach Party!”
Put these dates on your calendar.  Vacation Bible School 
is going to be a “Beach Party” from Sunday, July 13 to 
Thursday, July 17 – evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.!  
This is for children 2 years old through those who have 
finished sixth grade!  Save these dates…and if the spirit 
moves you early to volunteer for teaching or helping, 
please call the office, 631-2280, or Susan Pilchard at 
422-4585 and let us know!  
                                         

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK
There will be a training for all who volunteer or would 
like to volunteer for our rotations to provide shelter for 
homeless    persons four times a year.  Come if you have 
not had the training or would like a refresher.  It will be 
Saturday, February 16 from 9:30 a.m. – noon, at St. 
Thomas The Apostle Church at 12251 Antioch Road.

Churchwide Book Sale
April 10 – 11 – 12, 2008

     These drab days give us the hours we need to look up 
recipes for the bake sale – get books together, sort CDs 
and DVDs, cards and stationary.  
     Then you can imagine your pots filled with flowers.  
We will have annuals (all our favorites) - previously 
loved pots – vases.
     If you need help gathering or lifting, call the church 
office, 631-2280.

READING FELLOWSHIP GROUPS
     The Reading Fellowship Groups will meet on 
Thursday, February 28 at 1:00 and 7:00 p.m. in the 
church parlor.  Do you know about the Lost Boys of 
Sudan?  The book we are discussing this month is 
written by three of these boys who when running to 
escape the violence of their homeland, felt like THEY 
POURED FIRE ON US FROM THE SKY, the title of 
the book.  It is listed under one author's name, Benson 
Deng.
     Maybe you haven't yet attended a group but are 
intrigued by this or another title.  You are always 
welcome!



CHURCH CALENDAR, February 17 – 24, 2008
Sunday, February 17
8:10 & 10:50 a.m. Traditional Service
8:45 – 9:20 a.m. Joyous Ringers, FH, Stage
9:30 a.m. Praise Service
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Confirmation Class, Room 306
4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Peace Ringers, Sanctuary
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. UMYF, Gym, Parlor, Stage, Youth L.
7:00 – 8:00 p.m. Praise Team, Stage
7:45 – 9:00 p.m. Gym in use
Monday, February 18
OFFICE CLOSED
6:00 p.m. Chancel Chimes, Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. KEC UMM District Meeting, Room 305
7:00 p.m. Living the Questions, Room 307
7:30 p.m. Boy Scouts Troop 93, Fellowship Hall, Gym
7:30 p.m. Esther Circle
Tuesday, February 19
10:00 a.m. Lectionary Class, Room 304
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Gym in use
6:00 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 3127 Den Meeting, Room 300
7:00 p.m. Deborah Fellowship
7:30 p.m. UM Men Meeting, Fellowship Hall
7:30 p.m. Open Co-ed Basketball, Gym
Wednesday, February 20  
9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Coffee Time, Parlor
1:00 p.m. Mary Ruth Circle, Fellowship Hall
4:00 – 5:15 p.m. FISH, Gym
4:45 p.m. Mission Bells, Fellowship Hall
5:15 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. Youth Officer Meeting, YL
5:30 – 6:00 p.m. Sr. High “Open House”, Gym, YL
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Sr. High Deep Thoughts Bible Study
6:00 – 7:15 p.m. Vesper Chimes, Fellowship Hall
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Library Open
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 3352 Adult Committee 
Meeting, Room 306
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir, Sanctuary, Chapel
7:30 p.m. A. A., Room 307
Thursday, February 21
1:00 p.m. Martha Circle, Fellowship Hall
1:00 p.m. Prayer Quilt, Room 304
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. TOPS, Room 307
7:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl, Parlor
7:00 p.m. Health Ministries Meeting, Room 305
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Open Coed Volleyball, Gym
Friday, February 22
6:00 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 3127 Blue & Gold Banquet, 
Kitchen and Fellowship Hall
Saturday, February 23
3:00 – 7:00 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 3352 Blue & Gold 
Banquet, Fellowship Hall
Sunday, February 24
8:10 & 10:50 a.m. Traditional Service
8:45 – 9:20 a.m. Joyous Ringers, FH, Stage
9:30 a.m. Praise Service

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Confirmation Class, Room 306
3:00 – 6:00 p.m. UMFY Special Sunday, Crown Center 
Ice Skating
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Faithful Friends, Fellowship Hall
7:45 – 9:00 p.m. Gym in use

from the library...a quiet ministry
     Some of you know that our library is a member of the 
national Church and Synagogue Library Association.
This organization gives a book award each year--this 
year it is for a children's book.  As our librarian is a 
member of the selection committee, we happen to have 
purchased some new children's books that have been 
nominated for the award, including the just announced
(Feb. 5) winning book, SLEEP IN PEACE--a gentle 
book that reads almost like a lullaby as it shows children 
of different cultures at bedtime, affirming that God is 
there and they can "sleep in peace".  Take a look at the 
book cart this week and in library displays later to see 
some of these "almost" award-winning titles.
    The winner of the Bible Quiz of the Quarter is the 
Sojourner’s Class, after a drawing between that class and 
New Seekers, both of whom scored 100%! Koinonia 
Class was a close third.  The championship was handed 
over by the High School Class.

United Methodist Men
Shawnee United Methodist Men will meet February 19 
at 7:30 in Fellowship Hall. The subject of the meeting is 
eating. Janet Beeler, RN, will be there to tell us how 
proper nutrition can lead to a more healthy lifestyle. 
Following the meeting we will revert back to our less 
healthy snacks. All women are invited to attend.

“Shoes for Souls”
The last of the shoes collected for Grand Avenue Temple 
UMC were taken down on Friday, February 8.  Thank 
you so much for your generous contributions.  We 
collected a total of 33 pairs.  You have been a part of 
special help for people downtown.  You are appreciated.
Thank You!

                 You and Your Valentine are Invited…
                to the first jam session of 2008, which will be 
                held Saturday February 16, 7:00 – 10:00 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall.  Bring instruments, music, and 
favorite snack foods.  Drinks will be provided.
     For further information, call Terry Runyan, 558-
7781.

Attendance 
February 10
8:10 p.m.           105
9:30 p.m.            90           
10:50 p.m.        186                 
Total                381                   
Sunday School – 203               Offering - $9,220.92



If God so loved the world then…”  
          Faith and Life Questions to a Loving God

The 7 weeks before Easter is traditionally a spiritual 
preparation time that Christians call Lent.  For centuries, 
spiritual seekers have used this time to wrestle with life 
and faith’s biggest questions:  Like—If God so loved all 
the world—then why be “saved?”  Or, If God knows 
everything, why pray?  Or, what happens when we die?   
Or, does everything happen for a reason—even tragedy?   
And of course, God, are You even there?

Now through March 8th—
Sunday worship at 8:10, 9:30 and 10:50,

featuring the biggest faith questions.  Bring your heart 
and head with you!

March 16th

“Palm and Passion Sunday 
Special Musical Worship Events”

“If God so Loved the World…
Why would Jesus Have to Die?”

8:10 and 10:50, Traditional Worship
Music: Choir, organ, and classic string ensemble

9:30 Praise Worship, Celebration and 
Children’s Palm Processional

March 20th, 7:00 p.m.
Holy Thursday Communion

March 22nd, Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Easter Family Fun Fair

Hot dogs!  Easter Crafts and Egg Hunt!

March  23rd

Easter Sunday
“Nothing Can Separate you from the Love of God!”

8:00 and 11:00, Traditional Worship
9:30, Praise Band, Celebration

Please note: We’ve spread out the worship times to 
offer plenty of parking!

“INVEST” IN OUR YOUTH!
     Now through March 9 our youth will be selling 
“STOCK” in their summer mission trips.  You can invest 
in this venture by becoming a “stockholder”, purchasing 
shares for $25 each to support our efforts.  Stockholders 
receive postcards, photos, an invitation to a special 
dinner and MORE for contributions.  See a youth 
“broker” Sunday morning to purchase your share in the 
trips.
     Another way you can help is to provide gift cards for 
gas, McDonald’s, Pizza Hut or Taco Bell and place 
those in the collection envelope on the youth mission 
trips display board in the narthex.
     This year we are sponsoring TWO summer mission 
trips… Our Sr. High will be working with “DOOR” an 
urban outreach program in Chicago, and Middle 
Schoolers have the opportunity to go to “HELP” in 
Springfield, Missouri.  Please pray as we prepare for this 
special ministry and thank you for your support!
     Registrations are still being accepted for “HELP”-
mid-high - sign up soon!
     Adults- if you are interested in serving as a chaperone 
for either trip (June 8-14 or June 29- July 2) please 
contact Nancy Larkin, Director of Student Ministries  
shawneeyouth@yahoo.com

LOST AND FOUND
Please check the church office if you have lost earrings, 
glasses, car keys, etc.  There is quite a collection of 
items.



                “YOUTH LINE”: 742-0004 (up to date info / messages)
Nancy Larkin, director  

e-mail: shawneeyouth@yahoo.com

SUN., FEB 3   Worship 8:10, 9:30, 10:50, SS 9:30
                        Mission Trip Meeting- Youth & Parents 12:00 (sanctuary)
                        Praise Team 1:00 (stage)
                        NO UMYF due to Superbowl!

WED., FEB 6   FISH 4:00-5:15
                          Officer Meeting 5:15-5:45
                          Open House (Sr. High) 5:30-6:00
                          Deep Thoughts Faith Discussion Group 6:00-7:00
                          ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 7:00

SAT., FEB 9   Confirmation Lunch 12:30-3:00 (Fellowship Hall)
  
SUN., FEB 10   Worship 8:10, 9:30, 10:50, SS 9:30
                          Bells 4:00
                          UMYF 5-7
                          Praise Team 7

 Youth are collecting gas cards and gift certificates for McDonald’s, Pizza Hut and Taco Bell for 
summer Mission Trips!  See display in narthex. Thanks SUMC for supporting our youth!

      Worship Music Information

 8:10 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Kevin Kincaid, vocal solo

9:30 a.m. Praise Worship Service
 “Celebration”

10:50 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Chancel Choir, choral anthem


