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Joining the Church… Beginning the Wesleyan Way of Life

Are you thinking about Church membership?

The above is getting ready to appear on our new refreshed website.  Because more than 
half of our new members are NOT coming from a United Methodist background—
seekers search our website to know more about the particulars of our faith family. Recent 
research shows that people who search church websites are NOT always looking for the 
latest and greatest in programming but are:

�x Wondering if there is a church open to people who are a bit “weird” as they are?
�x Looking for mentors and a community who will walk alongside them as they 

build and grow in their faith.
�x Seeking ways to experience God in their everyday living.

I do believe that we have been that kind of congregation—but sometimes we get a bit of 
amnesia in the midst of all of the things we have to “do.”   I have been in three 
conversations lately with long time church-type folk, bemoaning the lack of committed 
leaders to do the many “tasks” of their church jobs and committee responsibilities.  For at 
least one of these persons, their building resentment was clouding the spirit of their 
ministry.  I said half jokingly, “Then stop that task right now, lest your soul be in real 
peril!” We then had a good chuckle together.  It’s easy to be in that place of “Oh, woe is 
me”—I know I have!

The upcoming church season of Lent, (Ash Wednesday service is February 6 at 7:00 pm) 
gives all of us a time to focus on the basics of our spiritual life and our church community 
life.  Be sure to look inside this newsletter for suggested weekly resources put together by 
our Library committee.  I have also included an article on the Wesleyan life for your 
reflection.

Beginning this Sunday, we will be wrestling with some big faith questions as a way of 
experiencing God in all of our daily “doings.”   This Sunday’s focus is “How do/can you 
know, an unknowable God?”   

Bring your active heart and mind to worship with you this Sunday,

Lucinda
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Adult Education Schedule, February 3, 2008
9:30 a.m.

GENESIS:  Next Door Savior by Max Lucado.  Room  
305.
KEYSTONE:   Jim McDuff, teacher.  Fellowship Hall.
KOINONIA:   Deuteronomy.  Shane Gentry, teacher.  
Room 308.
MARANATHA: Creeds. Leslie Van Blarcom, leading.
Room 307
NEW SEEKERS:   What to Do. Meeting in the Parlor for 
the next 5 weeks.
PATHFINDERS:  Parables and Passion. Rich Adams, 
teacher.  Church Annex.
SOJOURNERS:  Wheat and Tares. Room 304.
____________________________________________ _______________________________

C2C  

Unit: Parables of Jesus
February 3, 2008

Kindergarten thru 2 nd grade goes to the Chapel at 9:30 
for music.
3rd – 6th grade goes directly to their classroom.*
*3rd- Graders will start attending the five-week Bible 
Class today.  
Please go directly to the library at 9:30.
****************************************************************
Kindergarten:  Geography & Games, Room 301
Grade 1 & 2:   Drama, Room 303
Grade 3:        “Getting to Know Your Bible” - Library
Grade 4:         Computer, Room 303W
Grade 5-6:      Audio Visual, Room 302

Notes from Children’s Ministry!

3rd- Graders attending the five-week Bible Class!
Please bring your folders and new Bibles to the class 
that is meeting in the library.

Thank you to everyone who helped make Children’s 
Sabbath a wonderful worship experience, especially
Orville Crane for running sound during Saturday’s 
rehearsal, Shane Gentry for providing donuts and juice, 
Vickie Hammons for planning and organizing the third-
grade Bible retreat and helping with the presentation, 
Heather Sickel for directing the dancers, Dana Gordon 
and Betty McCreight for their help with the early service, 
to each of the staff and Sunday morning volunteers, and 
last, but not least, to each of the children who so capably 
and beautifully led us in worship throughout the morning!

A special thank you to Kirk Larson and Amy Reeves for 
providing snacks and lunch for the third-graders 
participating in the retreat on Saturday!

YOU ARE INVITED!  PLEASE JOIN US FOR SCOUT
SUNDAY LUNCH FEB. 10!
Boy Scout Troop 93 invites Shawnee United Methodist 
Church congregation, guests, Scouts and their families to 
our Annual Scout Sunday Luncheon on Sunday, 
February 10 at 12 Noon, immediately after the 10:50 
service. Menu includes ham, potato casserole, green 

beans, applesauce, rolls and a delightful selection of 
pies, cakes & desserts donated by Scout families.  There 
is no set fee for the luncheon, but donations are 
cheerfully accepted at the door.  Any contributions 
above food costs will help fund campouts and camp 
scholarships.

Cares & Concerns
Sympathy to:

Flora Whisler and Willa and Laura Schumacher on the 
death of their sister Carrie Mentzer on January 26.  

Congratulations to:
Jane and Don Hursh on the birth of their new 
granddaughter (name to follow!) in Dubai. New parents 
are Mark and Robbie Hursh. 

A HEARTFELT THANKS!
Thanks for the prayers, concern, cards and calls I’ve 
received since surgery – it meant so much.  And thanks 
to Leslie for her hospital visits.  What a caring, loving 
church family we have.  Vada Clark

“Safe and Sacred Spaces” Training
     There is a “Safe and Sacred Spaces” training at the 
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection at 13720 
Roe on Wednesday, February 13th, from 6:00-9:00 pm.    
If you would like to schedule yourself for this training, 
please call the Church of the Resurrection directly at 
(913) 897-0120.   Shawnee UMC will reimburse those 
who take the class for any fees involved.
    Church of the Resurrection also has a training session 
on Saturday, March 1st, from 9 am – Noon.  This 
training is required for all who work with children and 
youth in the United Methodist Church, both staff and 
volunteers.

                                          TAPE MINISTRY
For many years at SUMC, we had an active tape 
ministry – thanks to Orville Crane. Orville taped and 
duplicated as many as a dozen tapes of the worship 
service each week and then personally delivered those 
tapes to persons unable to attend worship. From time to 
time, we receive requests for tapes of our weekly 
worship services. If this ministry is something you 
might consider “taking on” or developing a team for, 
please let Leslie know that! (631-2280).
                       

  READING GROUP FELLOWSHIP
Reading Group Schedule:
We have two corrections:  The February selection is 
THEY POURED FIRE ON US FROM THE SKY, by 
Benson Deng, rather than THEY POURED WATER ON
US FROM THE SKY. The March selection is 
1,000SPLENDID SUNS,  by Khaled Hosseinirather 
than 10,000 SPLENDID SUNS.  Hopefully, these 



corrections will make finding the books in the library 
catalogs easier!   Sorry for any inconvenience.
CHURCH CALENDAR, February 3, 2008
Sunday, February 3
8:10 & 10:50 a.m. Traditional Service
9:30 a.m. Praise Service
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Peace Ringers
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. UM Youth, Gym, Fellowship Hall
7:45 p.m. Youth Praise Team
7:45 – 9:00 p.m. Gym in use
Monday, February 4
6:00 p.m. Chancel Chimes  Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Living the Questions, Room 307
7:30 p.m. Boy Scouts Troop 93 Fellowship Hall, Gym
Tuesday, February 5
10:00 a.m. Lectionary Class, Room 304
4:30 p.m. Staff Meeting, Parlor/Narthex
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Gym in use
6:00 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 3127 Den Meeting, Room 300
7:30 p.m. Open Co-ed Basketball, Gym
Wednesday, February 6   
9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Coffee Time, Parlor                    
4:00 – 5:15 p.m. FISH, Gym
4:45 p.m. Mission Bells, Fellowship Hall
5:15 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. Youth Officer Meeting, YL
5:30 – 6:00 p.m. Sr. High “Open House”, Gym, YL
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Sr. High Deep Thoughts Bible Study
6:00 – 7:15 p.m. Vesper Chimes, Fellowship Hall
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Library Open
7:00 ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES  Sanctuary
7:45 p.m. Chancel Choir, Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. A. A., Room 307
Thursday, February 7
1:00 p.m  Prayer Quilt   Room 304                                
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. TOPS,  Room 307
7:00 p.m. All Church Leadership Meeting   FH          
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Open Coed Volleyball, Gym
7:00  UMW Executive Meeting, Room 308
7:00 Prayer Shawl, Parlor
Friday, February 8
Saturday, February 9
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Gym in use
12:30 – 3:30 p.m. Confirmation Class Lunch (FH)
Sunday, February 10
8:10 & 10:50 a.m. Traditional Service
8:45 – 9:20 a.m. Joyous Ringers, FH, Stage
9:30 a.m. Praise Service
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Confirmation Class (Room 306)
12:00 – 2:00 Troop 93 Scout Sunday Lunch (FH)
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Children’s Council (Room 304)
7:45 – 9:00 p.m. Gym in use

WOMEN’S RETREAT!

     It’s been awhile, but space at the Franciscan Prayer 
Center in Independence has been reserved for a 24 hour 
women’s retreat on May 2 and 3. The cost for a room 
and 3 meals is just $35!  Open to women of all ages –
but this retreat is really for women who have not been 
previously.
     It will be an opportunity to “get away” in a beautiful 
setting in the spring, have some input on prayer and 
practice the disciplines of silence and solitude.  Call 
Leslie in the office to sign up. 

from the library...a quiet ministry
Spend some time with the book of Proverbs and you 
will be amazed at the wisdom and words to live by 
contained in its sayings.  Here are some books in 
our library that address Proverbs.  In SIMPLY 
LIVING (223 Mur) by Cecil Murphy, the author 
selects verses and shows how they can be applied to 
our lives today.  A sample selection is titled "To 
Spank or Not to Spank", focusing on "Spare the 
rod..."  Hummm. Lots of food for thought.  THE 
USEFUL PROVERBS (223.7 Mi) by Kathy C. 
Miller, puts Proverbs in categories such as financial 
matters, peace of mind, national concerns and 
leadership, and marriage, for easy reference.

For all who love fairy tales, The Kansas City 
Central Library, 14 W. 10th St., KCMO, now has a 
free interactive exhibit called "Once Upon a Time--
Exploring the World of Fairy 
Tales".  Children can experience "close-up and 
personal" seven fairy tales-for example, a child 
could sit in a carriage and put on a ball gown while 
reading "Cinderella".  Call 816-701-3407 for more 
information about this and related programs, such as 
the Feb. 9 program when a string quartet from the 
KC Symphony plays songs from fairy tale movies.
  
FAST FOOD GIFT CERTIFICATES WANTED!  
SUPPORT OUR YOUTH SUMMER MISSION 

TRIPS!
Our youth are collecting items to help support our TWO 
summer mission trips… Our Sr. High will be working 
with “DOOR” an urban outreach program in Chicago 
and Middle schoolers have an opportunity to go to 
“HELP” in Springfield, Missouri.  Ways YOU can help 
include:  PRAYER!... gift cards from McDonald’s, Taco 
Bell and Pizza Hut… gasoline gift cards… and more 
prayer!  Thanks for your support of our youth!  Cards 
may be placed in the collection envelope on the “Youth 
Mission Trip” display board in the narthex.



Churchwide Book Sale
April 10 – 11 – 12, 2008

Also Bake Sale, Plant Sale – Save pots and vases.  Coffe 
Bar – Lunch.  Fill the wagon in the hall with your books, 
CDs, DVDs, Tapes, Stationary – Cards, Pots and Vases.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Start dusting and sorting.

“SHOES 4 SOULS”
There have been 20 pairs of shoes donated by you and 
taken to Grand Avenue Temple, for their program
"Shoes for Souls".  Thank you for providing shoes for 
the people in need that they serve.  Shoes are so 
 important, especially in this weather.  Thank you!  The 
remainder of the shoes will be taken down by the first 
week in February.  Your generous contribution is much 
appreciated.

MISSION TRIP MEETING
Youth and parents… mission trip informational meeting 
Sunday, February 3rd 12:00 in the sanctuary.  Please do 
not miss this important gathering with vital information 
regarding our summer trips!  If you have not made your 
2nd mission trip payment, please bring that along with 
late fee to the meeting.  Thanks!

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK

Thanks again to the volunteers who provided food, 
transportation, time with the guests, did cleaning and 
laundry and helped with the many other needs of this 
mission.  We served a total of four adults and three 
children during this rotation.  Our next rotation will be in 
April.

United Methodist Men

Shawnee United Methodist Men will meet February 19 
at 7:30 in Fellowship Hall. The subject of the meeting is 
eating. Janet Beeler, RN, will be there to tell us how 
proper nutrition can lead to a more healthy lifestyle. 
Following the meeting we will revert back to our less 
healthy snacks. All women are invited to attend.

GLOBAL MISSION EXPERIENCE

The Kansas East Conference Global Mission Experience 
will be held at Countryside UMC from 9:00 AM to 4:00 
PM on Saturday, February 23.  Registration is $15 for 
adults and $10 for children through 6th grade, which 
includes lunch, and is due February 8.  You can register 
by mail or online at umcdata.com or link from 

kansaseast.org. There are 5 worship & plenary leaders 
including our Kansas Area Bishop Scott Jones and 
Bishop Violet Fisher of the New York West Area, and 
18 workshops to choose from.  Look at the Missions 
bulletin board for additional information, including the 
names of the 18 workshops.  If you would like to 
carpool, call Warren Livingston at 631-6818, or call the 
church office.

Who Were (Are!) the Real Disciples?
As Americans we are fascinated with celebrity and 
finding “foibles in the famous.”   This worship and 
sermon series looks at the traditional biblical accounts, 
and inspiring, yet controversial legends that surround 
Jesus’ earliest followers.  But we don’t end with a 
history lesson—we continue with the question—who 
am I as a disciple and follower of Jesus?

February 3 rd   
“God Comes in the Clouds: 

The Call of James and John”
How do we follow when the way is not clear?        

Rev. Lucinda S. Holmes, Preaching
Matthew 17: 1-9

Attendance 
January 27
8:10 p.m.            115
9:30 p.m.            86           
10:50 p.m.        204                 
Total                 405                   
Sunday School – 216        Offering - $8,905.35

AMBASSADORS
The ambassadors, a senior adult group, will be meeting 
Monday, February 11, 2008 at Shawnee United 
Methodist Church in Fellowship Hall.  The potluck 
luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m.  The program will be 
“Quilting For God”, by Kathy Freshwater.  Bring a 
covered dish, table service and $2 donation.  Bread and 
beverage will be provided.  Remember to bring pop tabs 
and paper goods for the Ronald McDonald House.  The 
Johnson County Health Department Nurses will check 
blood pressure from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. for a 50 cent 
donation.  All senior citizens are welcome.  First-time 
visitors are not expected to bring food.  For information, 
Call Fred or Erlene Henik, 913-631-5804.



“YOUTH LINE”: 742-0004 (up to date info / messages)
Nancy Larkin, director  

e-mail: shawneeyouth@yahoo.com

SUN., FEB 3   Worship 8:10, 9:30, 10:50, SS 9:30
                        Mission Trip Meeting- Youth & Parents 12:00 (sanctuary)
                        Praise Team 1:00 (stage)
                        NO UMYF due to Superbowl!

WED., FEB 6   FISH 4:00-5:15
                          Officer Meeting 5:15-5:45
                          Open House (Sr. High) 5:30-6:00
                          Deep Thoughts Faith Discussion Group 6:00-7:00
                          ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 7:00

SAT., FEB 9   Confirmation Lunch 12:30-3:00 (Fellowship Hall)
  
SUN., FEB 10   Worship 8:10, 9:30, 10:50, SS 9:30
                          Bells 4:00
                          UMYF 5-7
                          Praise Team 7

 Youth are collecting gas cards and gift certificates for McDonald’s, Pizza Hut and Taco Bell for 
summer Mission Trips!  See display in narthex. Thanks SUMC for supporting our youth!

      Worship Music Information

 8:10 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Scott Fears, vocal solo

Amy Sue Bliss, Flute Accompaniment

9:30 a.m. Praise Worship Service
 “Celebration”

10:50 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Chancel Choir, choral anthem

Amy Sue Bliss, Flute Accompaniment


